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(11) Resource provider has sufficient 
up front capital to support an oper-
ation. 

(12) Resource provider has equipment 
and experience to work in the specific 
regional geographic environment(s) 
that the vessel operates in (e.g., bot-
tom type, water turbidity, water depth, 
sea state and temperature extremes). 

(13) Resource provider has the 
logistical and transportation support 
capability required to sustain oper-
ations for extended periods of time in 
arduous sea states and conditions. 

(14) Resource provider has the capa-
bility to implement the necessary engi-
neering, administrative, and personal 
protective equipment controls to safe-
guard the health and safety of their 
workers when providing salvage and 
marine firefighting services. 

(15) Resource provider has familiarity 
with the salvage and marine fire-
fighting protocol contained in the local 
ACPs for each COTP area for which 
they are contracted. 

(c) A resource provider need not meet 
all of the selection criteria in order for 
you to choose them as a provider. They 
must, however, be selected on the basis 
of meeting the criteria to the max-
imum extent possible. 

(d) You must certify in your plan 
that these factors were considered 
when you chose your resource provider. 

§ 155.4052 Drills and exercises. 
(a) A vessel owner or operator re-

quired by §§ 155.1035, 155.1040, 155.5035 to 
have a response plan shall conduct ex-
ercises as necessary to ensure that the 
plan will function in an emergency. 
Both announced and unannounced ex-
ercises must be included. 

(b) The following are the minimum 
exercise requirements for vessels cov-
ered by this subpart: 

(1) Remote assessment and consulta-
tion exercises, which must be con-
ducted quarterly; 

(2) Emergency procedures exercises, 
which must be conducted quarterly; 

(3) Shore-based salvage and shore- 
based marine firefighting management 
team tabletop exercises, which must be 
conducted annually; 

(4) Response provider equipment de-
ployment exercises, which must be con-
ducted annually; 

(5) An exercise of the entire response 
plan, which must be conducted every 
three years. The vessel owner or oper-
ator shall design the exercise program 
so that all components of the response 
plan are exercised at least once every 
three years. All of the components do 
not have to be exercised at one time; 
they may be exercised over the 3-year 
period through the required exercises 
or through an area exercise; and 

(6) Annually, at least one of the exer-
cises listed in § 155.4052(b)(2) and (4) 
must be unannounced. An unannounced 
exercise is one in which the personnel 
participating in the exercise have not 
been advised in advance of the exact 
date, time, or scenario of the exercise. 

(7) Compliance with the National 
Preparedness for Response Exercise 
Program (PREP) Guidelines will sat-
isfy the vessel response plan exercise 
requirements. These guidelines are 
available on the Internet at https:// 
Homeport.uscg.mil/exercises. Once on 
that Web site, select the link for ‘‘Pre-
paredness for Response Exercise Pro-
gram (PREP)’’ and then select ‘‘Pre-
paredness for Response Exercise Pro-
gram (PREP) Guidelines’’. Compliance 
with an alternate program that meets 
the requirements of 33 CFR 155.1060(a) 
and 155.5061, and has been approved 
under 33 CFR 155.1065 and 155.5065 will 
also satisfy the vessel response plan ex-
ercise requirements. 

[USCG–1998–3417, 73 FR 80649, Dec. 31, 2008, as 
amended by USCG–2008–1070, 78 FR 60124, 
Sept. 30, 2013] 

§ 155.4055 Temporary waivers from 
meeting one or more of the speci-
fied response times. 

(a) You may submit a request for a 
temporary waiver of a specific response 
time requirement, if you are unable to 
identify a resource provider who can 
meet the response time. 

(b) Your request must be specific as 
to the COTP zone, operating environ-
ment, salvage or marine firefighting 
service, and response time. 

(c) Emergency lightering require-
ments set forth in § 155.4030(b) will not 
be subject to the waiver provisions of 
this subpart. 

(d) You must submit your request to 
the Commandant, Director of Preven-
tion Policy (CG–54), via the local COTP 
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